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HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 30, H. Res. 942—Recognizing the signifi-
cance of Black History Month, | was attending
a funeral for a soldier killed in Iraq.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

«,

———————

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong support of
Congressman AL GREEN’s resolution to honor
Black History Month.

As the brainchild of Carter G. Woodson, the
celebration of the many contributions of Afri-
can Americans to this Nation has evolved from
its 1926 inception as Negro History Week, to
what we now know as Black History Month.
As apparent by the change in titles, the men-
tality of our nation towards race and race rela-
tions has made significant improvements with
each generation.

Although African Americans were an integral
part of the founding of this nation dating hack
to at least to the colonial times, it was not until
the 20th century that they gained a respect-
able presence in the history books. Prior to
Woodson’s vehement efforts to write African
Americans into the history of the Nation,
books largely ignored the African American
population except to mention them in the con-
text of slavery. That is why it is so important
that the full history of African Americans con-
tinue to he preserved and taught so that future
generations of all Americans will know our
abundant heritage.

An ancient proverb states, “Who has no
past. has no future.” African Americans have
made significant contributions to this nation’s
history, and we continue to build that rich leg-
acy today. Because of the continued efforts of
those who educate our schoolchildren, future
generations will know about how a race of op-
pressed people overcame the social and polit-
ical obstacles of slavery and Jim Crow to be-
come great innovators, scientists, novelists.
musicians, philosophers, and political leaders.

The inclusion of African Americans in aca-
demic curriculums ensures that children can
continue to be inspired by Thurgood Marshall,
Malcolm X, Mac Jamison, Benjamin Carson,
Richard Wright, and Shirley Chisholm.

Black History Month has not only set a
precedent by honoring the achievements of
African Americans, but it has paved the way
for other nationwide celebrations of the con-
tributions of other races and cultures. There-
fore, by supporting Congressman AL GREEN’s
Resolution to honor Black History Month. |
also support the American idea of diversity
and multiculturalism.

| commend Congressman GREEN for bring-
ing this important resolution to the floor, and |
strongly urge my colleagues’ support.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF INDIANA REPRESENTATIVE
RICHARD MANGUS OF
LAKEVILLE, INDIANA

HON. JOE DONNELLY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor the life of distinguished former
State  Representative  Richard  Mangus.
Mangus, age 77, suffered a heart attack Mon-
day, February 4, 2008 and sadly passed
away.

Mr. Mangus’ career in public service began
in 1972 upon his election to the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly. After his initial term was com-
plete, Mr. Mangus won 15 additional elections,
serving a total of 32 years. A dairy farmer for
60 years, Mangus excelled in representing the
agricultural community—he knew the farmers
and the types of issues they faced, and he
shared a great concern for the environment.
During his time in office, Mangus served as
Chairman of the House Election Committee,
the House Environmental Committee, and the
House Natural Resources Committee. Inside
the Assembly, Mangus was known for his fiery
spirit, his use of theatrics and drama to prove
a point, and his no-nonsense wisdom. It has
been said that Mangus did not speak often,
but when he did, it deserved complete atten-
tion, for he was a true political genius.

Dick Mangus’ illustrious career of service
has been recognized by numerous honors and
awards; in fact, he was a three-time winner of
the Sagamore of the Wabash honor. He has
been honored as both Police Legislator of the
Year and Professional Firefighter Legislator of
the Year; he received the District Soil and
Water Conservation Special Recognition
Award for Support of District Programming, as
well as the 4-H Leadership 20 year Service
Award, lzaak Walton League Environmental
Achievement Award, and the award for the
Junior Chamber of Commerce Outstanding
Citizen of the Year. Mangus was also ap-
pointed as a member of the Department of
Natural Resources Commission.

Outside of his career in the state legislature,
Dick Mangus served his country in the United
States Army as well as owned and operated
a successful family dairy farm. In 1951, he
married his sweetheart, Mary, and they were
together for 56 years. During this time, they
raised five children: Marcia, Russell, Richard,
Ronald, and Ryan. Mangus was a grandfather
of seven and great-grandfather of ten.

Despite his claim to be “just a dairy farmer
from Lakeville,” Mangus will be remembered
as much more. His legacy as a public servant
will be defined by his passionate advocacy,
creative methods, and humble approach. He
will be dearly missed by his family, his con-
stituents, and all Hoosiers. It is with great
pride and honor that | enter former State Rep-
resentative Richard Mangus’ name into the
United States CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

February 7, 2008

HONORING LESTER RAY
WISEGERBER

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, | would like to
recognize the fine work and outstanding public
service of my friend, Lester Ray Wisegerber.
In 2004, Lester Ray Wisegerber became
president of the Dayton Chamber of Com-
merce. He drew upon his diverse background
to lead and represent the city of Dayton. Being
a true Texan and Dayton resident for 72
years, his happy spirit and love of the town
made Lester Ray a natural promoter of the
city.

Celebrating their 57th wedding anniversary
last December, Lester Ray and his wife Betty
Jo are the proud parents of four children,
twelve grandchildren and eight great grand-
children. During his lifetime Lester Ray has
worn many hats, working for instance as a
rancher, and a rice farmer. He helped form the
Seaberg Rice Company and is also an inven-
tor. His inventions include the “Easy Start”,
Dr. Hennessey’s Dental Flosser, and a fuel
saving motor.

Lester Ray has a long career in public serv-
ice. Throughout the years, he has assisted
and been recognized by numerous boards and
organizations. For two terms, he served on the
Dayton City Council. He served on the board
of the Liberty County Farm Bureau. He served
on the Dayton ISD school board for fifteen
years. His service to Dayton ISD has helped
improve both the life and education for the
children of our community. As a former bronco
football player, Lester Ray’s love for sports
gave way to the organization of the Bronco
Booster Club Oyster Supper. For twenty four
years, Lester Ray served in the Dayton Volun-
teer Fire Department. The list of this model
citizen’s accomplishments will have lasting ef-
fects on our children and our community.

Actively involved in local politics, Lester Ray
currently serves as the chairman of the Liberty
County Republican Party. During this time, he
has successfully promoted candidates for nu-
merous elected positions. His hard work and
love for Liberty County has earned him endur-
ing respect throughout the community.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, | commend this remarkable
Texan for his exemplary service and dedica-
tion to the city of Dayton.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING THOMAS O. MEFFERD

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Thomas Mefferd for his 22 years of
dedication and service to DuPage County.

Tom began his career in emergency man-
agement in 1971 as the Civil Defense Director
for the Village of Plainfield, IL, a position he
held for 10 years.

In 1981, Tom left municipal government and
became an instructor for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, FEMA. While
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